
After soon seven years in Luxembourg, there a number of things at ES Lux 1 (and the ES system) that 
I feel we parents need to engage in. Here are a few areas I could contribute to (as my children from 
next yeare are all in secondary, they mostly relate to the situation at that stage): 

• The new marking scheme (NMS) 
o The NMS has been hastily implemented and teachers are not fully on-board yet. In 

particular marking against attainment descriptors seem still to be wanting. 

• Harmonisation across teachers and language sections etc. 
o All language sections have the same syllabus, but teachers implement them 

differently. Some classes have good literature, some do not. When you do not have 
a good text book to lean on, then the teacher ability becomes much more 
important. Student taking classes without literature and with a “poor” teacher suffer 
greatly. I think the parent’s association can put pressure on that all classes should 
have good literature and that the this literature is actually used in class (there has 
been examples where we have bought expensive books and they are not used). 

o The students feel that there are certain sections that are marked to a higher (or 
lower) standard than others. I think the school needs cross-section examiners which 
can oversee marking.  

• ICT syllabus 
o In the modern digitised world, it’s important that our children becomes digital 

natives. The current compulsory ICT education is only about using Word/PowerPoint 
and some HTML editing (and a tiny bit of JavaScript). Word/Powerpoint usage can 
be integrated in subjects where it’s needed and instead it’s better to teach students 
data processing (Python and Jupyter notebooks) and some programming 

• Working in teams across subjects and sections 
o The school is notoriously bad at utilising the great resource of integrating subjects 

and to make use of current affairs in the world. For instance, social science could 
integrate with L1 and L2 to study, analyse and produce texts related to social 
science. 

 


